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REVIEW OF THE 2011 CROP YEAR

2011 - Late Spring, Hot Summer, Dry Fall

After a late, cold start, 2011 saw a roller coaster growing
season. April’s snows and cold rain allowed little advance-
ment in spring tillage and planting. Frosts continued well into
May, as excess rain and unseasonably cool temperatures
delayed crop emergence. A warm, dry start to June allowed
soil moistures to drop below 95 percent adequate-surplus
statewide, but moistures climbed back above 94 percent
adequate-surplus by the end of the month as rains and cool
temperatures returned. July and early August brought unre-
lenting heat, boosting crop growth and drying out fields. By
the end of August, soil moistures were short or very short for
35 percent of the state, with the most pronounced shortages
in southern Wisconsin. September remained very dry, with
lower than average temperatures. An early frost mid-month
halted the growing season in some northern parts of the
state. Temperatures then climbed briefly into the 80s in early
October before settling back to more seasonable levels. Dry,
warm conditions allowed harvests, haying and fieldwork to
quickly catch up to and surpass five-year averages. In spite of
a mid-month snowstorm, temperatures remained above av-
erage throughout November. Rain and melting snow brought
muddy field conditions to the eastern parts of the state,
while bypassing the northwest. However, the overall mild fall
weather proved favorable for harvest and fieldwork, particu-
larly fall tillage. On November 27, fall tillage was 82 percent
complete, well above the five-year average of 68 percent.

Statewide temperatures from June to September were 1.0
degrees above normal in 2011, continuing the trend from
2010. April through June and September had slightly below
normal temperatures with May averaging 2.1 degrees below
normal. July and August had above normal temperatures,
with July averaging 3.9 degrees above normal. The month
with the greatest departure from normal was November,
which averaged 4.6 degrees above normal.

Precipitation totals for April through September were below
normal across the state, with a statewide total of 21.00
inches. This was 10.36 inches below the total for 2010 and
1.33 inches below normal. Total precipitation in the northern
third of the state was 1.20 inches below normal for April
through September, the central third of the state was 0.43
inches below normal, and the southern third of the state was
2.12 inches below normal precipitation. Statewide, May, Au-
gust and September were below normal for total precipita-
tion, but April, June and July were slightly above normal.
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MONTHLY TEMPERATURES: 2011 GROWING SEASON AND NORMAL*

o April 1/ May 1/ June 1/ July 1/ August 1/ September 1/
DIt 75011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal
Degrees Fahrenheit
NW 409 417 521 544 621 631 720 681 671 659 575  56.6
NC 386 404 510 532 614 618 705 664 656 642 551 553
NE 39.1 413 517 536 617 625 709 670 666 648 556  56.0
wc 435 452 556 574 664 664 749 708 695 683 582 593
C 419 445 545 567 650 658 739 702 692 677 579  59.0
EC 413 428 521 546 630 641 730 695 695 679 588  59.8
sW 446 461 566 579 676 672 755 714 702  69.0 590 605
sC 446 458 564 578 675 672 758 713 701 689 590 606
SE 432 450 535 563 644 660 745 712 699  69.4 599 614
STATE | 415 432 534 555 639 645 730 691 682 669 575 581

1/Preliminary estimates, 2011. *Normal is defined as the 30-year average for the years 1971-2000. Source: State Climatologist

MONTHLY RAINFALL: 2011 GROWING SEASON AND NORMAL*

L April 1/ May 1/ June 1/ July 1/ August 1/ September 1/
DIStrict 75011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal | 2011 | Normal
Inches
NW 261 239 341 329 345 419 637 429 449 444 142  3.89
NC 329 240 300 331 420 401 383 406 353 436 252  4.03
NE 347 265 262 329 514 369 276 370 279 381 303  3.74
WC 354 305 315 369 490 424 598 445 249 454 217 382
C 444 302 267 352 458 388 490 413 177 422 372 372
EC 510 281 260 295 455 351 347 338 178 386 310  3.42
SW 366 355 306 360 452 435 360 433 233 446 332 342
sc 421 347 257 340 344 419 359 407 288 424 337 351
SE 521 348 298 313 370 376 38 382 207 422 377 348
STATE | 3.69  2.86 295 337 427 402 445 407 292 427 272 374

1/Preliminary estimates, 2011. *Normal is defined as the 30-year average for the years 1971-2000. Source: State Climatologist

COMPARATIVE TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION DATA

Average Temperature

Total Precipitation

June - September

April - September

District
Normal* | 2007 2008 2009 2010 | 20111/ | Normal* | 2007 2008 2009 2010 20111/
Degrees Fahrenheit Inches

NW 63.4 65.0 63.5 62.7 64.7 64.7 22.49 18.55 21.46 13.35 29.80 21.75
NC 61.9 64.1 62.4 60.6 63.2 63.2 22.17 17.17  18.50 16.07 32.26 20.37
NE 62.6 64.9 63.3 61.5 64.3 63.7 20.88 1458 17.82 15.71  27.09 19.81
WC 66.2 67.8 66.3 64.6 67.8 67.3 23.79 25.48 23.84 20.82 34.18 22.23
C 65.7 67.0 65.7 64.1 67.3 66.5 22.49 21.83 2471 17.91 32.84 22.08
EC 65.3 66.9 65.8 63.7 66.9 66.1 19.93 16.81 21.56 15.92 27.57 20.60
SwW 67.0 68.3 67.1 65.2 68.9 68.1 23.71 33.39 31.25 21.16  36.37 20.49
e 67.0 68.6 67.5 65.5 69.2 68.1 22.88 28.78  30.32 21.74  31.96 20.06
SE 67.0 68.2 67.1 64.8 68.8 67.2 21.89 2499  27.55 20.53  28.46 21.56
STATE 64.7 66.3 64.9 63.2 66.2 65.7 22.33 21.58 23.18 17.53 31.36 21.00

1/Preliminary estimates, 2011. *Normal is defined as the 30-year average for the years 1971-2000. Source: State Climatologist
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CORN

Unseasonably cold and wet conditions in April and May de-
layed corn planting in 2011. Adverse conditions led some
producers to change their planting plans, substituting shorter
maturity day corn or soybeans on planned corn acreage. By
May 1, only one percent of corn was planted statewide, well
below the five-year average of 23 percent and planting re-
mained behind throughout the month. Corn emergence and
height stayed below average through the end of June. The
sustained heat and humidity of July and August boosted corn
maturity up to the five-year average. Growing degree days
for corn surpassed normal the week of July 10 and remained
above normal for the rest of the season. However, short top-
soil moisture stressed the crop and prompted some produc-
ers in southern Wisconsin to begin harvesting corn for silage
in mid-August. A hard frost in mid-September caused some
corn in northern Wisconsin to stop maturing early. Corn har-
vest was starting up statewide at the beginning of October,
with unusually warm and dry weather creating excellent har-
vesting conditions. By October 30, corn silage harvest had
wrapped up and corn for grain was 55 percent harvested,
well above the five-year average of 45 percent. In spite of a
mid-November snowstorm and soggy field conditions in the
eastern parts of the state, corn harvest was finished for most
by the end of the month.
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SOYBEANS

Due to this year’s cold, wet spring, soybean planting for most
producers did not get underway until mid-May. Soybeans
were only 10 percent planted on May 15, compared to 29
percent in 2010 and a five-year average of 26 percent . Soy-
bean emergence lagged behind averages throughout June.
The heat of July helped the soybean crop to slowly catch up;
on August 7, soybeans were 89 percent blooming compared
to a five-year average of 85 percent, and 53 percent setting
pods, right in line with the five-year average. However, soy-
beans were slow to fill pods due to a lack of moisture in
southern Wisconsin and a mid-September frost damaged
soybeans in low-lying areas across the state. These adverse
conditions delayed harvest until the beginning of October.
Warm, dry fall weather helped soybeans surge from only 2
percent harvested on October 2, 10 percentage points below
the five-year average, to 83 percent harvested on October
23, a full 20 percentage points above the five-year average.
The harvest wrapped up quickly in the first week of Novem-
ber, with average to good yields and low moistures reported.
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SMALL GRAINS

April’s snowfall and below normal temperatures delayed oat
planting in much of the state. On May 1, oats were 38 per-
cent planted in the three southernmost districts of the state,
but only 4 percent planted in the six northern districts, com-
pared to a statewide five-year average of 64 percent. Cool,
wet weather kept planting, emergence and maturity well
below averages throughout May and June, though 84 per-
cent of the crop was reportedly in good to excellent condi-
tion on June 26. July’s blast of heat helped speed grain devel-
opment, and harvest began late in the month. Statewide, the
harvest was 94 percent complete on August 28, right in line
with the five-year average of 95 percent.

Winter wheat came through the winter in good condition
and tolerated the snowy spring well. On May 8, 74 percent of
winter wheat had no freeze damage, with 20 percent show-
ing light freeze damage. Condition showed steady improve-
ment throughout April, May and June, reaching and holding
at 81 percent good to excellent through the heat of July.
Condition then fell a few percentage points as harvest took
off in August. Reports on yields and test weights varied
widely from county to county.
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HAY & PASTURES

Alfalfa stands in Wisconsin came out of winter in good shape.
Winter freeze damage was reported as 92 percent none to
light as of May 15. Though the late spring delayed the start
of haying, the first cutting quickly caught up to averages,
finishing up by early July. Second cutting hay stayed ahead of
the five-year average, though the high humidity of July and
August made drying hay difficult. On September 4, third crop
hay was 93 percent harvested, compared to 87 percent in
2010 and an 85 percent five-year average, and fourth crop
hay was 27 percent harvested, compared to 31 percent in
2010 and an 18 percent five-year average. Though short soil
moisture adversely impacted fourth crop yields in some ar-
eas, the dry, sunny weather of late summer and fall allowed
some southern Wisconsin producers to take a fifth crop in
early October. Statewide, hay and roughage supplies were 78
percent adequate and 15 percent surplus on October 30.

Pastures were slow to green up due to the lingering cold
spring. Pasture conditions improved each week throughout
May and June, peaking at 86 percent good to excellent on
June 26. Extended hot and dry conditions began to take a toll
on both livestock and pastures in July and August, and condi-
tions declined slowly until mid-October.
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