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Crops are Progressing 
 
Warm weather and scattered showers helped Wisconsin 
crops progress last week. Average high temperatures 
ranged from 79 to 83 degrees, with average low 
temperatures ranging from 60 to 63 degrees. 
Precipitation totals last week ranged from 0.00 inches 
reported in La Crosse and Madison to 0.15 inches 
reported in Green Bay. Soil moisture conditions were at 
3 percent very short, 15 percent short, 79 percent 
adequate, and 3 percent surplus. There was an average 
of 6.1 days suitable for fieldwork last week. 
 
Average corn height was reported at 69 inches with 32 
percent tasseled. Corn condition was reported as 2 
percent very poor, 6 percent poor, 18 percent fair, 55 
percent good, and 19 percent excellent. Despite being 
behind last year’s growth, most areas of the state 
reported corn looking good.   
 
Soybeans bloomed was reported at 60 percent with 17 
percent showing pods. Soybean conditions were 
reported as 2 percent very poor, 5 percent poor, 26 
percent fair, 55 percent good, and 12 percent excellent. 
Some southern counties are hoping for timely rains this 
week for their soybean fields. Soybean aphids were 
reported in western St. Croix County.  
 
Several counties reported second crop hay producing 
very good yields.  Second crop hay harvest was nearly 
complete in some counties, with 71 percent harvested 
across the state.   
 
Winter wheat harvest was at 16 percent and good yields 
were reported in the south central area of the state. A 
minimal amount of scab was present. Conditions 
improved somewhat with reports of 1 percent very poor, 
3 percent poor, 21 percent fair, 52 percent good, and 23 
percent excellent.   
 
Oats were reported as fully headed with 4 percent 
harvested for grain. Oat conditions were reported at 1 
percent very poor, 5 percent poor, 19 percent fair, 59 
percent good, and 16 percent excellent.   
 
Pasture conditions were reported at 2 percent very poor, 
7 percent poor, 25 percent fair, 54 percent good, and 12 
percent excellent.   
 
Cranberries were starting to flower and set fruit. 
Snapbean yields were reported as very good. Sweet 
Corn is tasseling. Raspberries and blueberries are 
now in season 

 

SOIL MOISTURE
CONDITIONS AS OF

July 27, 2008

Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office

State Average

Very Short      3%
Short            15%
Adequate     79%
Surplus          3%
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Wisconsin Crop Conditions 

as of July 27, 2008 
Item V.-poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

  Percent 
Corn 2 6 18 55 19 
Soybean 2 5 26 55 12 
Oats 1 5 19 59 16 
Winter Wheat 1 3 21 52 23 
Pasture 2 7 25 54 12 
Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office    
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July 27, 1998 - 2008, Wisconsin

0

20

40

60

80

100

98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08

Pe
rc

en
t

% Silked 10 yr. avg.

 
Wisconsin Crop Progress, July 27, 2008 

District average State average 
Crop and percent 

of acreage NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
This 
year 

Last 
year 

5-year
average

Corn silked 12 5 11 43 6 31 56 47 21 32 69 51 
Average corn height 70 63 64 68 65 60 80 75 68 69 81 73 
Soybeans bloomed 64 63 69 51 36 62 79 67 41 60 84 67 
Soybeans setting pods 12 14 11 9 5 21 46 18 4 17 36 27 
Winter wheat harvested 14 18 10 20 11 10 29 38 12 16 73 41 
Second cutting hay 47 64 76 76 67 71 75 98 78 71 86 75 
Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office. 
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AYFIELD-S.S.: The oat crop is real good; they are fully 
eaded. 
HIPPEWA-T.P.: Crops are progressing nicely.  
ASHBURN-K.S.: We keep missing out on good rain. 
ains have fallen north and south of us. Corn on lighter 
oil is starting to show a little stress due to lack of 
oisture. Otherwise, corn and soybean crops are 

ooking nice. Some second crop alfalfa is being 
arvested; yield and quality appear normal. 
ARATHON-G.M.: It is hard to make dry hay, because 

t rains a little just about every day. 
AYLOR-D.E.: Timely rains and warm weather literally 
ulled the corn out of the ground. It is amazing how 
uch the corn grew, with some tasseling now. Soybeans
re looking much better. Some small grain fields took a 
eating in some recent storms resulting in areas that 
ere almost flattened by wind and hail. There are a few 

ields that were seriously affected. Second crop hay is 
xcellent with above average yields and quality levels.  
OREST-A.K.: Some first crop hay is still being 
arvested. I am getting ready for  
econd crop hay. Oats are headed out nicely. 
HAWANO-T.A.: Row crops and the forages continue to
o well.  
ACROSSE-S.H.: Hay has good quality but quantity is 
own. Corn and soybeans continue to develop.  
ONROE-W.D.: We have had a little rain but not 
nough to stop fieldwork. It was a good week to get 
oybeans sprayed and some oats cut for hay. Some 
econd crop hay was chopped but a lot needs to be 
aled yet. Corn and soybeans are recovering nicely from 

ast week’s hail damage. 
REMPEALEAU-D.D.: Corn and soybeans look real 
ood but still are two weeks behind past years. Most 
econd crop alfalfa quality was very good as were the 
ields. Insect and disease pressures in all crops have 
een low. Snapbean yields were very good. 
ORTAGE-J.W.: Second cut hay crop, oats and pea 
ilage harvest were major activities this week. Yields are 
verage and have good quality. Corn is beginning to 

assel. Soybeans are starting to bloom. Rain caused 
ore yellowing of crops in low areas of fields. Snapbean 
arvest began with average yields.  
 

Wisconsin Weekly Weather, Selected Cities,

Temperature Growing d
(modified b

City 
Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. dep.
from 

normal *

Mar. 1 
to 

July 19 
au Claire 82 60 83 54 71 -1 1398 
reen Bay 80 61 82 54 70 0 1433 
a Crosse 83 63 85 58 73 -1 1588 
adison 81 61 85 55 71 -1 1527 
ilwaukee 79 62 87 58 70 -2 1385 

/Formula used: GDD = (daily maximum (86°) + daily minimum (50°))/2-50°; whe
inimum falls below 50°. *Normal based on 1971-2000 data. Source: NCEP/NO
.a. = not available. T = trace. Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office. 
 

AUPACA-D.H.: It is very difficult getting decent quality 
ay harvest with frequent showers. Corn has improved 
ignificantly with warmer weather. 
ALUMET-B.L.: High ground corn, soybeans and oats are
xcellent. Wheat harvest is beginning with good yields. 
ail damaged corn is recovering nicely with the heat and 
oisture. Soybeans are more questionable due to stem 

op breakage. Hail knocked many wheat kernels to the 
oist ground. Less yield and more wheat regrowth is 
nticipated.  
OND DU LAC-R.P.: Corn and soybeans look very good. 
here is still a lot of second crop hay to harvest. Rain has 
eally pushed hay harvest back. Some winter wheat has 
een harvested with yields between 40-50 bushels per 
cre. 
RANT-E.B.: Second crop hay has very good yields and 

ooks good. It is very hard to get hay to dry to put in bales. 
OWA-S.M.: Corn, soybeans and alfalfa need rain. Corn is 
rying to tassel. Second cutting alfalfa is very good. 
ANE-J.M.: Corn and soybeans need rain. Second crop 
ay has been harvested; third crop is starting. Weeds are 
ad in sweet corn for canning. Corn has been sprayed for 

he third time plus had to apply fertilizer again. 
REEN-M.M.: Wheat harvest is in full swing with good 
ields ranging from 70-100 bushels per acre and test 
eights ranging from 58-62. Most corn is now tasseling.  
AUKESHA-R.F.: Corn is anywhere from bad to good. 

oybeans are the same. Second crop hay is average. 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, and the National 
Weather Service. 

 

 Ending as of 7:00 a.m. on July 20, 2008 
egree days 
ase 50) 1/ Precipitation 

Mar. 1 
to July 19 
normal * 

Last 
week

Since 
June 1 

June 1 
dep. from 
normal * 

Year 
to 

date 

Year 
dep. from 
normal * 

1471 0.09 10.23 2.71 21.04 3.21 
1355 0.15 10.97 4.71 23.05 7.16 
1651 0.00 15.65 8.13 28.99 10.53 
1606 0.00 19.20 11.90 36.39 17.64 
n.a. 0.09 16.62 10.11 31.78 12.29 

re 86° is used if the maximum exceeds 86° and 50° is used if the 
AA Climate Prediction Center <http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov>.  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/wi/
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