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The Heat Is On 
 
Dry weather and above normal temperatures as high as 
92 degrees helped first crop alfalfa cutting.  Corn and 
soybeans, however, were left thirsty, especially in areas 
with spotty rain in previous weeks.  Rainfall totals ranged 
from zero inches in Green Bay, Madison, and Milwaukee 
to 0.31 inches in La Crosse.  Temperatures were 4 to 8 
degrees above normal. Average high temperatures were 
in the low to high 80s. Average low temperatures were in 
the mid 50s to low 60s.  Soil Moisture conditions were at 
12 percent very short, 40 percent short, 46 percent 
adequate, and 2 percent surplus.  There was an average 
of 6.8 days suitable for fieldwork last week. 
 
Corn height was reported at an average of 23 inches, 
ahead of last year’s 14 inches and the 5-year average of 
11 inches.  Corn continued to reach a record average 
height despite the lack of rain in most areas.  Corn in dry 
areas and on lighter soils showed some stress.  Corn 
condition declined slightly from the dry week, as it was 
rated as 1 percent very poor, 4 percent poor, 20 percent 
fair, 57 percent good, and 18 percent excellent. 
 
Soybeans emerged was at 96 percent complete, above 
both last year’s average of 89 percent and the 5-year 
average of 82 percent complete.  Soybean planting 
finished last week, and emergence was slow in areas 
that earlier received very little rain.  Soybean condition 
saw a slight decrease throughout most of the state with 
conditions rated 82 percent fair to good. 
 
Oats headed was at 37 percent complete, the same as 
last year, but ahead of the 5-year average of 28 percent.  
Oat condition looked good in most areas, with 80 percent 
rated as good to excellent. 
 
First cutting Alfalfa was at 81 percent complete, behind 
last year’s record completion of 86 percent, but ahead of 
the 5-year average of 60 percent.  The dry weather 
assisted heavily in the progress of alfafa cutting.  Yields 
are reported as being lower than usual. 
 
Winter Wheat is heading, and conditions have dropped 
to 70 percent good to excellent, down from last week’s 
82 percent. 
 
Strawberries are now ripe and harvest began last week. 
Pea harvest began, as well as snapbean planting.  

 

SOIL MOISTURE
CONDITIONS AS OF

June 17, 2007

Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office

State Average

Very Short     12%
Short             40%
Adequate      46%
Surplus           2%
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Wisconsin Crop Conditions 

as of June 17, 2007 

Item V.-poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 
 Percent 

Corn 1 4 20 57 18 
Soybeans 1 3 25 57 14 
Winter Wheat 1 6 23 48 22 
Oat 1 2 17 69 11 
Pasture 3 14 32 44 7 
Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office.  
 

 
Wisconsin Crop Progress, June 17, 2007 

District average State average 
Crop and percent 

of acreage NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE 
This 
year 

Last 
year 

5-year
average

Average height of corn 15 10 15 25 12 17 23 30 20 23 14 11 
Soybeans emerged 93 82 89 99 96 96 95 99 98 96 89 82 
Oats headed 18 12 27 44 45 28 47 59 50 37 37 28 
First cutting hay 89 51 88 91 68 90 70 92 91 81 86 60 

Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office.  
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Wisconsin, June 17, 1997-2007

0

20

40

60

80

97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07

Year

P
er

ce
nt

% Headed 10-yr Avg



Wisconsin Crop Progress 
 

Quotes from Farm Reporters and County Ag Agents 
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ARRON-D.B.: A near perfect week of warm, dry 
eather has allowed most of the first cutting hay to be 
arvested. Corn and soybeans look good to excellent in 
ost of the county.  
CONTO-K.H.: Corn looks very good; earliest planted is 
pproaching knee high. Weed control is taking hold. 
oybeans also emerged and look good. First cut alfalfa 

eported very good yields and quality. Winter wheat is 
eaded.  
HAWANO-T.A.: Crops are off to a good start, but 
oisture is soon welcomed.  
UFFALO-R.S.: An excellent week for haying. Some 

armers said hay yields were down 20 percent. Oats are 
orming heads. Some corn is showing leaf curling from 
he hot weather. Second hay crop is waiting for rain. First 
rop alfalfa is just starting to flower. 
T. CROIX –L.M.: We need rain. A few second crop 
lfalfa fields are budding. Second crop hay is short for 
any that cut first crop early. First crop yields were at 
est average for most.  
DAMS-D.G.: Pea harvest started on Wednesday. Crop 
onditions are going rapidly downhill with extreme heat 
nd no rain.  
ORTAGE-D.Z.: Had some showers last weekend, but 
ost areas need rain. Snapbean planting is going full tilt. 
ost corn height is ahead of last year. 
ALUMET-M.G.: The warm temperatures have really 
dvanced crop growth, but we will need rain next week. 
EWAUNEE-T.S.: Overall, with conditions being as dry 
s they are, crops are doing the best they can, but they 
re showing stress. Corn is curling, especially on the 

ighter soils. The corn is doing better on the heavier soils. 
mergence has been a problem for both corn and 
oybeans due to a lack of moisture. Only about 75 to 80 
ercent of both crops have emerged. First crop hay 
utting is nearly complete, with yields generally lower 
han last year. For those who cut their first crop early, 
econd crop growth has been good; otherwise, the 
econd crop has been slow to grow. In this part of 
isconsin, only about half an inch of rain has fallen 

ince May 1. Oats are starting to head out now. Rain is 
eeded to help fill out the heads.  
HEBOYGAN-T.B.: Corn and soybeans look very good, 
ut are starting to show drought stress on some of our 
 
Wisconsin Weekly Weather, Selected Cities, E

Temperature Growing deg
(modified ba

City 
Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. dep.
from 

normal *

Mar. 1 
to 

 June 16
to
n

au Claire 88 59 91 57 74 8 955 
reen Bay 85 59 89 56 72 7 855 
a Crosse 88 63 92 60 75 6 1068 
adison 86 58 89 54 72 6 945 
ilwaukee 80 60 90 55 70 4 802 

/Formula used: GDD = (daily maximum (86°) + daily minimum (50°))/2-50°; whe
inimum falls below 50°. *Normal based on 1971-2000 data. Source: NCEP/NO
.a. = not available. T = trace. Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office. 

 

ell-drained soils. Small grains are developing quickly, and
tands look good. The recent warm weather is making the 
orghum grow fast. Crop emergence has been generally 
ood, but many growers have commented on the uneven 
mergence of soybeans. First crop alfalfa yields were very 
ood, even with alfalfa weevils taking a toll on some fields. 
oil conditions are generally very dry and drought effects 
re showing up on the well-drained soils.  
RANT-R.R.: We have had no measurable rainfall for the 

ast two weeks. Along with the very hot weather, it is taking 
 toll on the crops.  
OLUMBIA-R.S.: It is really dry now. The heat, winds, and 

ack of rain have really stressed the crops. Some soybeans
ave not emerged because of the dry soil. Weeds are 
rowing in the corn, oats, and soybean fields as though 
here was no control taken. Winter wheat is all headed; 
ooks good but straw will be short. 
ACINE-L.F.: Weather has been beautiful; if it keeps up, 
orn may be shoulder high by 4th of July. We do need 
ome rain. Straw from oats and wheat is very short. 
armers are reporting that grain heads are not filling up.  
ASHINGTON-R.B.: Wheat has a flag leaf turning yellow; 

t is all headed out and in the dough stage. Corn is 
howing some problems on the hard soils. Slugs did some 
amage in the no-till corn. Soybeans are looking OK. 
lfalfa is not yielding and second cutting is going to be 
hort too. We need some rain. 
the National Weather Service. 
 

nding as of 7:00 a.m. on June 17, 2007 
ree days 
se 50) 1/ Precipitation 

Mar. 1 
 June 16
ormal * 

Last 
week

Since 
June 1 

June 1 
dep. from 
normal * 

Year
to 

date

Year 
dep. from 
normal * 

682 0.26 1.11 -1.15 8.93 -3.64 
601 0 2.60 0.86 11.29 0 
777 0.31 1.79 -0.19 13.35 0.39 
765 0 4.30 2.24 16.21 2.71 
n.a. 0 2.20 0.42 13.65 -1.02 

re 86° is used if the maximum exceeds 86° and 50° is used if the 
AA Climate Prediction Center <http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov>.  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/wi/

