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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

Mission
The National Agricultural Statistics Service provides timely,  
accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 

Overview
The USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every year 
and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. Production and supplies  

of food and fiber, prices paid and received by farmers, farm labor and wages, farm finances,  
chemical use, and changes in the demographics of U.S. producers are only a few examples. 

NASS is committed to providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.

To uphold our continuing commitment, NASS will:

•	� Report the facts on American agriculture, facts needed by people working in and depending  
upon U.S. agriculture.

•	� Provide objective and unbiased statistics on a preannounced schedule that is fair and impartial  
to all market participants.

•	� Conduct the Census of Agriculture every five years, providing the only source of consistent,  
comparable, and detailed agricultural data for every county in America.

•	� Serve the needs of our data users and customers at a local level through our network of State  
field offices and our cooperative relationship with universities and State Departments of Agriculture.

•	� Safeguard the privacy of farmers, ranchers, and other data providers, with a guarantee that  
confidentiality and data security continue to be our top priorities. 

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND CONSUMER SERVICES

Mission
To provide services that promote and improve agriculture, agribusiness  

and forests; protect consumers and businesses; and conserve farmland  
and natural resources for the prosperity of all North Carolinians. 

Overview
The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services' divisions have responsibilities
 in regulatory and service areas covering agronomy; animal health; weights and measures; 

gas and oil inspection; crop and livestock statistics; USDA commodity distribution;  
state farm operations; food, drug and cosmetic testing for purity; agricultural marketing and promotion;  

agricultural marketing grading; international agricultural crop and livestock marketing;  
operation of the North Carolina State Fair and North Carolina Mountain State Fair;  

operation of four state farmers markets; research station operations; 
seed and fertilizer inspection; nursery and plant pest eradication activities; 

regulation of the structural pest control industry; agricultural environmental issues; 
soil and water conservation; forest management and protection; 

state and federal agricultural legislation; and agricultural economic analysis.
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