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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: Portions of the State received much-needed rainfall during the week, although dry conditions
expanded their reach as the measurable precipitation that fell in many areas was below average, and did little to help improve soil
moisture levels, according to the Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. Comments
from reporters in numerous counties noted that hot, dry weather persisted, leaving crops struggling to develop normally, and stock tanks
empty or with extremely low water levels. In Curry County, producers were busy harvesting corn silage and seeding the 2020 winter
wheat crop in fields with irrigation capabilities or in dryland fields where soil moisture was above average. A report from Eddy County
indicated that some spotty showers moved across the area during the week, but that there was little crop or grass response due to the
limited amount of total accumulation. Additionally, the hot afternoon temperatures were driving cattle into any available shade. By
week’s end, 35 percent of the green chile crop was harvested, well behind both last year and the 5-year average. Overall, 75 percent of
the alfalfa hay was reported in good to excellent condition, compared with 76 percent last week, 57 percent last year, and a 5-year
average of 62 percent. The United States Drought Monitor released on August 22 noted that while the State remained free of exceptional,
extreme, and severe drought (D4 — D2), moderate drought (D1) expanded its hold to cover 18.7 percent of the State, an increase of
5.4 percentage points from last week. Moderate drought now extends from the northern border in San Juan County down through the
western counties well into Hidalgo County, with pieces of Dona Ana, Otero, and Lea Counties included as well. Overall, conditions
rated abnormally dry or worse were evident across 49.2 percent of the State, an increase of 1 percentage point from last week, as rainfall
remained extremely spotty, even within counties. Drought-free conditions were present across 50.8 percent of the State. Topsoil moisture
levels were reported as 32 percent adequate to surplus, compared with 38 percent last week, 35 percent last year, and a 5-year average
of 47 percent. Pasture and range condition was reported as 22 percent good to excellent, compared with 21 percent last week, 9 percent
last year, and a 5-year average of 32 percent. Pecan nut set was reported as 5 percent light, 88 percent moderate, and 6 percent heavy,
compared with 60 percent light and 40 percent moderate last year. Hail damage in all crops was reported as 2 percent light and 1 percent
moderate, compared with 1 percent light, 1 percent moderate, and 1 percent severe last week. Wind damage in all crops was reported as
15 percent light, 1 percent moderate, and 1 percent severe, compared with 20 percent light and 2 percent moderate last week. Stock
water supplies were reported as 28 percent very short, 39 percent short, 32 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus, compared with
27 percent very short, 35 percent short, 37 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus last week.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Alfalfa hay

3d cutting harvested ...........ccocvveveveeevereeeinnns 81 74 NA NA

4™ cutting harvested ..........ccoccvevvvcveievcrennen. 60 45 73 72

5t cutting harvested ..........ccoevveveveeeeriienenans 20 12 31 33
Chile

Green harvested............cocoeiiiiiniicceieies 35 20 53 45
Corn

SIIKING ..t 80 66 NA NA

Doughed 36 12 64 54

DENtEA ...t 10 NA 24 19

Harvested for silage.........ccccooevviinniiiiiiene 17 6 26 23
Cotton

SQUANNG oo 92 88 96 98

Setting bOlIS.......cooiiicc 49 44 67 78

BOIIS OPeNiNg ....ccooveieieiiiceseeeee e 1 NA 8 13
Peanuts

PeggING....ciiiiieieeee e 74 66 NA NA
Winter wheat

Planted. ... 7 NA 10 3
NA — not available
(--) — zero

DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
Days suitable for fieldwork ...........cccooeevivinnenne 6.6 6.6 6.3 59
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
VErY ShOrt......oooiiiceee e 22 15 30 19
SROMt .. 46 47 35 34
AJBQUALE ... 30 37 33 43
SUIPIUS ..ot 2 1 2 4
Subsoil moisture
VErY ShOM....c.o oo 22 20 34 20
SROMt .. 51 50 40 30
AJBQUALE ... 27 30 24 47
SUIPIUS . -- -- 2 3
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Alfalfa hay
AV /=] 4V oo Lo PPN RRN -- 1 10 3
POOK <. 2 1 8 7
FaIT ot 23 22 25 28
GO0 ..o 66 70 52 50
EXCElleNt ..o 9 6 5 12
Chile
VEIY POOT ...ttt -- -- NA NA
POOT e 7 5 NA NA
FaIT o 33 34 NA NA
GOOM ..o 59 52 NA NA
EXCEHENt ..o 1 9 NA NA
Corn
VEIY POOT ...ttt 1 2 1 2
POOT e 8 9 6 4
o 1 SRR 47 43 32 25
[C 0o o S 30 31 46 44
EXCEHENt ..o 14 15 15 25
Cotton
V=1 4V oo Lo USRS 2 2 -- 1
POOT .ttt 17 18 15 11
o U SRR 48 49 29 35
[C 0o o ST 24 24 49 43
EXCElleNt ..o 9 7 7 10
Pasture and range
VEIY POO ...ttt 11 9 10 8
POOK <. 29 34 43 23
FaIT o 38 36 38 37
GO0 ..ot 15 18 8 26
EXCEHENt ....cveieiie e 7 3 1 6
Peanuts
VEIY POON ...ttt -- -- -- 1
POOK <. 9 9 18 9
PN o 65 65 52 63
GOOM ..ot 26 26 30 26
EXCEHENt ... -- -- -- 1
Pecans
VEIY POOT ...ttt -- -- -- 1
POOK e -- -- 5 2
o U SRR 3 5 6 11
GO0 ..ot 45 50 69 65
EXCElIENt ..o 52 45 20 21
Cattle and calves
VEIY POOT ...ttt -- 2 -- 1
POOT i 12 11 9 4
o U SRR 56 47 45 38
GO0 ..ot 24 30 39 50
EXCEllENt ..o 8 10 7 7
Sheep and lambs
VEIY POOT ...ttt -- 8 15 13
POOT i 3 10 1 11
o 1 OO RSR 48 41 37 26
GO0 ..ot 48 40 45 46
EXCElIENt ..o 1 1 2 4

NA — not available
(--) — zero



