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Fair Week for Field Work:   

 

New Jersey had an average of 4 days suitable for field work. 

Temperatures ranged greatly this past week.  Low 

temperatures were much cooler than normal, dipping down 

to the mid-20s across much of the state, while highs reached 

the 60’s and low 70’s.   

 

Four Nor’easters in a row within 4 weeks have taken a toll 

on New Jersey. Heavy snow has snapped trees and wires, 

and hail, sleet, and rain have oversaturated fields. Soils are 

very cold or frozen and a month behind what should be 

normal.  

 

Soil will be too wet to work for weeks now. Those farmers 

that try to catch up and plow and plant early may compact 

their soils and may get poor germination and growth.  Cold 

and wet weather has delayed spring planting across most of 

New Jersey. Greenhouses are full of plants ready to 

transplant but wintry weather is delaying this.  New Jersey 

needs drying days and warmer soils. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil Moisture for Week Ending April 1, 2018 
(in percent) 

      

Item Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

TOPSOIL 0 0 15 85 

SUBSOIL 0 0 19 81 

 

 

 

 

 

Crop Conditions as of April 1, 2018 
(in percent) 

      

Item Very 

Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

HAY, 

ALFALFA 

23 9 20 48 0 

HAY, OTHER 22 5 5 45 23 

PASTURE 

AND RANGE 

21 8 22 42 7 

WINTER 

WHEAT 

0 9 27 57 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a complete nationwide weekly weather and crop bulletin, please visit www.usda.gov/oce/weather and click on  

“Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin.” 
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April 1, 2018 New Jersey Weekly Weather Summary 

 

 Last Week Weather Summary Accumulation Since April 1, 2018 

 Temperature Precipitation Precipitation 

GDD Base 

50F 

Base 

40F 

Station Hi Lo Avg DFN Total Days Total DFN Days Total DFN Total 

ANDOVER AEROFLE 56 23 42 -3 0.29 3 0.00 -0.13 0 0 0 8 

BELVIDERE BRIDG 55 20 38 -6 0.24 3 0.00 -0.12 0 0 0 2 

CAPE MAY 2 NW 66 26 43 -4 0.05 2 0.00 -0.12 0 3 +3 13 

ESTELL MANOR 74 24 45 -1 0.23 5 0.00 -0.16 0 0 0 6 

FLEMINGTON 5 NN 60 21 41 -2 0.17 4 0.00 -0.15 0 0 0 8 

FREEHOLD-MARLBO 70 25 42 -3 0.20 3 0.00 -0.14 0 0 0 8 

HAMMONTON 1 NE 72 25 45 -2 0.35 3 0.00 -0.13 0 0 0 6 

MANASQUAN 71 27 43 -1 0.13 4 0.00 -0.13 0 0 0 4 

MILLVILLE MUNIC 72 22 46 -2 0.07 2 0.00 -0.14 0 2 +2 12 

MT HOLLY WFO 70 26 44 -2 0.37 4 0.00 -0.20 0 0 0 8 

NEW BRUNSWICK 3 65 25 42 -2 0.13 3 0.00 -0.14 0 0 0 8 

NEWARK LIBERTY 62 30 45 -4 0.11 3 0.00 -0.24 0 3 +3 13 

PENNSAUKEN 1N 48 26 38 -7 0.00 0 0.00 -0.12 0 0 0 8 

SEABROOK FARMS 51 26 38 -8 0.00 0 0.00 -0.11 0 0 0 4 

SUSSEX 3 WNW 57 19 39 -2 0.28 3 0.00 -0.14 0 0 0 7 

TRENTON MERCER 67 27 44 -5 0.12 4 0.00 -0.05 0 0 0 2 

 

 

 
Summary based on NOAA Regional Climate Centers (RCCs) data. DFN = departure from normal. 

Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches. Air temperature in degrees Fahrenheit. Climate normals used are for the 1981-2010 period. 

 



  

  

       

Reporters Comments, By County 

 

Reporters are from Extension Service (Ext), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA),  
Conservation District (CD), farmers, commodity specialists, or other knowledgeable individuals. 

 
 

Monmouth County, Bill Sciarappa - Horrible weather continue 

with 4th Nor’easter in a row within 4 weeks. Heavy snow has 

snapped trees/wires, hail/sleet/rain have oversaturated fields. Soils 

are very cold or frozen and a month behind what used to be 

normal.  

 

Disruption of the circulating frigid winds that encircle the frozen 

Arctic landmass occurred. These winds no longer trapped the 

frigid air, but now allowed leaks down thru Canada into the 

central U.S.  This weather disrupted the normally stable jet stream 

of winds and then moved into our East Coast. This mixture 

clashed with the ever warmer Gulf Stream water and southern air 

flow to create low pressure centers that suck in these violent Nor’ 

Easter storms.  

 

Happy Earth Day this month!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


