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USDA announces 2022 Census of Agriculture data release  
details, preliminary return rate, and upcoming special studies 

 
LAKEWOOD, Colo. – November 16, 2023 – The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural 

Statistics Service (NASS) will release the 2022 Census of Agriculture data on February 13, 2024. NASS concluded the data 

collection this summer with a preliminary national return rate of 61%. The preliminary return rate for Montana is 63%. The 

ag census, conducted once every five years, was mailed to nearly 34,000 producers across Montana late last year. NASS 

plans to release the data from the 2022 Puerto Rico Census of Agriculture in summer 2024. Early next year, NASS will 

conduct the Census of Agriculture in the U.S. territories of American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, and U.S. 

Virgin Islands. 

“I would like to extend a thank you to the farmers and ranchers in Montana who responded,” said NASS Montana 

State Statistician Eric Sommer. “The data collected in the Ag Census provides a picture of the current state of agriculture 

and rural America and is used to make decisions that impact our farmers, ranchers, communities, and businesses.” 

The ag census data will be available at nass.usda.gov/AgCensus and in NASS’s searchable database, Quick Stats. 

Publication dates for the various ag census data products can be found on NASS’s online 2024 Agricultural Statistics Board 

Calendar. Like all NASS data, ag census data will be available in aggregate form only, ensuring that no individual operation 

or producer can be identified, as required by federal law. 

In addition to the U.S. territory ag census data collection, two ag census special studies that will provide more in-

depth information on certain industries will be conducted this fall and winter: the 2023 Census of Aquaculture and the 2023 

Irrigation and Water Management Survey. These questionnaires will be mailed to the producers who reported these activities 

in the 2022 Census of Agriculture. For more information about these upcoming special studies, 

visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus. 

The Census of Agriculture provides the only source of impartial and comprehensive agricultural data for every state 

and county in the nation. Watch for additional news about the ag census at @usda_nass on X (formerly known as Twitter).  

For questions, please contact NASS Montana State Statistician Eric Sommer at 1-800-392-3202. 

 

### 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Census_for_Outlying_Areas/index.php#:~:text=The%20Census%20of%20Agriculture%20provides%20the%20most%20detailed,data%20on%20all%20agriculture%20operations%2C%20operators%2C%20and%20land.
http://www.nass.usda.gov/agcensus
https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Calendar/2024/2024ReleaseCalendar_12Months_11x17_Color_Final.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Calendar/2024/2024ReleaseCalendar_12Months_11x17_Color_Final.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Census_of_Aquaculture/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide_to_NASS_Surveys/Farm_and_Ranch_Irrigation/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/index.php
https://twitter.com/usda_nass

