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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY:: After a slow start to spring, warmer weather and scattered rain allowed for some fieldwork to get
underway in Montana, according to the Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. Topsoil
moisture conditions for the state were 92 percent adequate to surplus, above last year’s 88 percent. Lake County reported that fields are
still too wet to plant in some areas, but are beginning to dry out after the snow melt. Subsoil moisture conditions are 87 percent adequate
to surplus which is above last year’s 74 percent. Cattle receiving supplemental feed was reported as 81 percent this week, compared to
86 percent in the same week last year. There was another large increase in grazing accessibility with 74 percent of pastures open,
compared to 63 percent in the previous week. Calving progress was reported at 76 percent complete compared to 64 percent in the
previous week, and 78 percent at this time last year. Reporters in Judith Basin County noted that producers were branding in preparation
for turning cattle out to summer ranges and calves look good overall. Winter wheat was reported with 70 percent of the crop breaking
dormancy. Winter wheat conditions have improved with the warm up in temperatures, and were rated as 88 percent good to excellent
compared to 57 percent this time last year.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Barley

Planted........cceveeieiiieee e 11 2 -- 27
Canola

Planted........coooiieinieireeece e 14 -- -- 7
Corn

Planted.......cccoovieeniiceeeee e 1 -- -- 2
Dry edible beans

Planted ..o 3 -- -- 3
Dry edible peas

Planted........ccooeiieiiceee e 16 2 1 23
Durum wheat

Planted.......cccoovieeniiceereee e 4 -- -- 7
Flaxseed

Planted........cccoveiieiiiieie e 11 -- -- 7
Lentils

Planted........ccooevieiicece e 4 -- -- 12
Mustard seed

Planted........coovrvinieieeee e 3 -- -- 3
Oats

Planted........cccoveiieiiiieie e 5 -- -- 13
Spring wheat

Planted........cccoverienesieeie e 10 1 -- 20
Sugarbeets

Planted........cceoevieiiiecc e 17 6 -- 15
Winter wheat

Breaking dormancy.........c.ccocvvvenenereeneennnnes 70 45 50 NA
Cattle and calves

COWS CAIVED.......civeieciec e 76 64 78 78

Moved t0 PASTUIE ....ceevveveeeieiece e 4 NA NA NA

Receiving supplemental feed............c.cccceeenene. 81 88 86 72
Sheep and lambs

Ewes l[ambed..........cccooovviiniiniieee 74 57 63 70

Moved t0 PASIUIE ....c.ceuveeeieirierierie e 4 NA NA NA

Receiving supplemental feed...........cccccooevurnee. 82 92 NA NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
Days suitable for field work...........ccccccevveviieinnenn, 4.8 3.6 1.8 4.0
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
VEry ShOrt ... -- -- 5
SO e 8 6 8 15
ADBQUALE ...t 84 84 46 64
SUIPIUS ..ottt 8 10 42 16
Subsoil moisture
VEry ShOrt ..o 2 2 10 6
SO e 11 10 16 18
ADBQUALE ... 80 81 51 64
SUIPIUS ..o 7 7 23 12
NA — not available
(--) — zero

CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Grazing accessibility
OPBN e 74 63 57 70
Difficult ... 15 16 25 15
ClOSEA ..o 11 21 18 15
Pasture and range
VEIY POON ...ttt -- 1 19 7
POOT ... 8 16 23 16
FaI oo 35 33 33 43
GOOM ...ttt 46 45 16 28
EXCElIENt ...t 11 5 9 6
Winter wheat
VEIY POON ...ttt -- -- 1 1
POOT . 1 3 8 5
FaIT it 11 15 34 31
G000 ... 57 56 31 46
EXCEIIENT ...ttt 31 26 26 17

NA — not available
(--) — zero



