
NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at 
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

 

MONTANA CROP PROGRESS 
United States Department of Agriculture 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 
MONTANA FIELD OFFICE 

10 West 15th Street, Suite 3100, Helena, MT 59626 
Cooperating with the Montana Department of Agriculture 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE            Contact: Eric Sommer 
February 26, 2018             (800) 835-2612 
 

CROP PROGRESS AND CONDITION 

MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2018 
 

AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY:  Low temperatures and deep snow were widespread throughout Montana for the month of February, 

according to the Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. Topsoil moisture conditions 

were 69 percent adequate to surplus which is below last year’s 85 percent. Subsoil moisture conditions are 57 percent adequate to surplus 

which is below last year’s 82 percent. Reporters in Northwestern areas of the state welcomed colder temperatures in order to firm up 

the ground before calving gets underway. However, reporters in central areas of the state were concerned that the ground was not frozen 

deeply enough, noting concerns that run off may not be captured in pits or reservoirs once conditions begin to thaw. Reporters noted 

that heavy snow cover prevented them from confirming the condition of their winter wheat, but they suspected little to no wind or frost 

damage due to the heavy snow cover. Winter freeze and wind damage to winter wheat remains low with 85 percent of reporters observing 

no freeze & drought damage, and 85 percent reporting no wind damage. Winter wheat snow coverage for the state is rated 79 percent 

good to excellent compared with 26 percent at this time last year. Winter wheat condition is rated 54 percent good to excellent, compared 

with 51 percent last year. Grazing accessibility was limited with 72 percent of grazing lands reported as inaccessible or closed, and 22 

percent rated as difficult. Livestock producers are providing supplemental feed at similar rates as the previous year at this time with 100 

percent of cattle and 99 percent of sheep being fed. Reporters noted that feed stores were depleting quickly with some ranchers selling 

cattle due to the long winter and low hay stocks following the 2017 drought.  

 

A monthly report will be released for March on Monday, March 26, 2018. 

 

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS 

Commodity Current week Previous report Previous year 5-year average 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

     

Cattle and calves     

 Cows calved......................................................  3 NA 8 NA 

 Receiving supplemental feed ............................  100 96 99 NA 

Sheep and lambs     

 Ewes lambed .....................................................  2 NA 6 NA 

 Receiving supplemental feed ............................  99 98 100 NA 

NA – not available 

(--) – zero 

  



 

 

DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION 

 Current week Previous report Previous year 5-year average 

     

Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

 Very short .........................................................  8 7 1 NA 

 Short .................................................................  23 21 14 NA 

 Adequate ...........................................................  47 64 82 NA 

 Surplus ..............................................................  22 8 3 NA 

Subsoil moisture     

 Very short .........................................................  14 9 2 NA 

 Short .................................................................  29 30 16 NA 

 Adequate ...........................................................  45 54 77 NA 

 Surplus ..............................................................  12 7 5 NA 

NA – not available 

(--) – zero 

 

CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION 

Commodity Current week Previous report Previous year 5-year average 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Grazing accessibility     

 Open .................................................................  6 24 59 NA 

 Difficult ............................................................  22 38 20 NA 

 Closed ...............................................................  72 38 21 NA 

Winter wheat     

 Very poor ..........................................................  2 -- 1 NA 

 Poor ..................................................................  3 3 6 NA 

 Fair ...................................................................  41 31 42 NA 

 Good .................................................................  46 58 45 NA 

 Excellent ...........................................................  8 8 6  

Winter wheat – wind damage     

 None .................................................................  85 86 67 NA 

 Light .................................................................  12 12 24 NA 

 Moderate ...........................................................  3 2 8 NA 

 Heavy ...............................................................  -- -- 1 NA 

Winter wheat – freeze and drought damage     

 None .................................................................  85 85 65 NA 

 Light .................................................................  11 12 25 NA 

 Moderate ...........................................................  3 3 8 NA 

 Heavy ...............................................................  1 -- 2 NA 

Winter wheat – protectiveness of snow cover     

 Very poor ..........................................................  3 6 9 NA 

 Poor ..................................................................  8 12 36 NA 

 Fair ...................................................................  10 24 29 NA 

 Good .................................................................  34 38 14 NA 

 Excellent ...........................................................  45 20 12 NA 

NA – not available 

(--) – zero 

 

Montana’s weather data can be accessed at the following: 

 

Montana’s weather data was not available at time of publication. A link will be provided as soon as data becomes available. 


