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OBJECTIVES

The California Agricultural Statistics Service ({CASS)
conducted an acreage survey to provide the Walnut Marketing
Board with current acreage, variety, and year of plant data.

PROCEDURES

Acreage survey preparation was a cooperative effort between
the almond, walnut, and prune industries. These industries
felt an acreage survey was necessary due to action taken by
the California Legislature in 1993 that eliminated funding for
collection of acreage data. Due to the enormous number of
almond, walnut, and prune growers in California, the survey
was designed to operate on a two-year rotational basis with
half of almond/walnut/prune growing counties contacted each
year {see table back page). In the winter of 1996, seventeen
counties were surveyed. These seventeen counties represent
approximately half of the almond, walnut, and prune growers
in the State.

CASS maintains a fruit data base which served as the main
source for questionnaire mailing. Growers on this data base
were sent a questionnaire with previously reported crop,
variety, trees, acreage, and planting information preprinted.
Recipients were asked to update the information. The CASS’
data base also was compared to the California Department of
Pesticide Regulations {DPR) pesticide use permit list and some
industry lists. Growers not included in CASS's data base
were sent a blank questionnaire and asked to provide specific
information on their respective almond, walnut, and/or prune
acreage.

Acreage questionnaires were mailed on December 29, 1995.
Respondents were given about six weeks to return a response
via mail. CASS personnel then conducted telephone follow-
ups on non-respondents. Field personnel made personal visits
to large growers and those CASS could not contact by mail
or telephone. Survey data received on or before May 3, 1996
was edited and included in the final summary. Final analysis
and summary work was completed on May 7, 1996.

RESULTS

The almond, walnut, and prune industry showed strong
support for the survey. More than 10,000 parcel records
were mailed to over 7,000 growers. Overall, the response
was excellent with 99 percent of the parcels completed. Of
those completed, 44 percent were returned by mail, 40
percent by telephone and 16 percent by personal interview.

in addition, about 400 new parcels were obtained from our
list building efforts. Some of the County Agricultural
Commissioners sent acreage updates and they are accounted
for in this report. Several changes came from Glenn, Fresno,
Kern, and Merced counties. Efforts to obtain information
from the remaining list and non-respondents continue.

The 1995 California acreage survey results indicate 195,108
total acres of walnuts. Of this total, 168,543 were bearing
and 26,565 were non-bearing. The Hartley variety accounted
for 29 percent of total acreage. Survey results show an
increase in plantings of the Chandler variety which accounted
for 57 percent of non-bearing acreage. San Joaquin County
has 16 percent of the total walnut acreage, followed closely
by Tulare with 12 percent and Stanislaus with 11 percent.

When interpreting data, please keep in mind that the Almond,
Walnut, and Prune Acreage Survey was designed to function
on a two-year cycle. Because only half of the counties are
surveyed each year and the time lag in receiving information
on new plantings and new growers, we expect the actual
plantings, particularly for the non-bearing years, to be higher
than what this report shows. These will be reflected in future
acreage surveys.

The attached summary tables show results of the acreage
survey. These data are for dissemination to the walnut
industry and other interested parties. Only State and county
totais have been published; individual reports remain
confidential.
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California Walnut Acreage
1984-1995

Thousands

COUNTIES SURVEYED IN 1996
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Butte Shasta
Contra Costa ' Solano
Glenn Sonoma
Mendocino Stanislaus
Placer Tehama
Sacramento Yolo
San Joaquin Yuba

San Luis Obispo
Santa Barbara
Santa Clara
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