United States Department of Agriculture
National Agricultural Statistics Service

USDA
LA

2009 California Olive %
Probability Survey Report

CUL)

: ¢
-F
=

A(;.?

o S
Oopyn?t

Cooperating with the California Department of Food and Agriculture
California Field Office - P.O. Box 1258 - Sacramento, CA 95812 - (916) 498-5161 - (916) 498-5186 Fax - www.nass.usda.gov/ca

Released: August 12, 2009 - 5:30 a.m. PDT

CALIFORNIA OLIVE FORECAST FOR 2009

The 2009 California olive crop forecast is 50,000 tons, down 25
percent from last year’s crop of 66,800 tons. Bearing acreage
is estimated at 29,000 for a yield of 1.72 tons. Of the total
production, an estimated 44,000 tons will be utilized for
canning and the remaining 6,000 tons are expected to be
harvested for oil or specialty products.

For the second year in a row the California olive crop is turning
out light. The 2009 crop which was looking promising in early
spring has turned disappointing. There was a heavy bloom
and set reported in spring but conditions deteriorated as the
growing season progressed. Small olives were reported with
some falling off trees. The change in the outlook has been
attributed to spring freezes, extreme temperatures and water
stress to trees. These factors seem to have had the most
severe impact in San Joaquin Valley and a lesser impact in the
Sacramento Valley. The decline of the 2009 crop has led
some growers to evaluate whether harvesting this year’'s crop
will be economically feasible.

The Manzanillo and Sevillano olive varieties are expected to
produce 76 percent and 8 percent of the total olive crop,
respectively. The remaining 16 percent is expected to come
from all other varieties.
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY

The USDA, NASS, California Field Office designed the
probability survey, developed a sampling procedure, and
analyzed the data. The olive industry provided grower names
and last year’s tonnage.

SURVEY SAMPLE

A total of 314 growers were sampled for the survey. Reports
from 205 were used to establish this forecast. The sample is
designed to provide a State estimate of all varieties; estimates
by variety are less precise.

VARIETAL FORECAST

Growers were asked to estimate production by variety. The
following table lists a varietal level forecast based on survey
data.

2008 2009 2009
Variety Production Forecast 2008
Tons Percent
Manzanillo 54,000 38,000 70
Sevillano 9,500 4,000 42
Other 1/ 3,300 8,000 242
TOTAL 66,800 50,000 75

1/ Includes acreage and production for varieties that were or
will be used for oil and other specialty products.
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